.‘

«-sawin him a leader wherever his future

- hopefuls, to be published when the

# athlete for fame and fortune in pro

; brilliance expected after his junior ye'lr i
SOInethl ng was bothermg hzm. He lost pie

was that rare human who could be

described as beautiful on the outside and_’_

beautiful on the mSlde

“His na‘tul dl]y wavy. burmshe hair

_ cmrered a handsome, quick-to-smile face.”
- Net even his mother, Lena, said he was .
goody perfect but his sensitivity for the

* well-being of others shone through'to -
famlly. teammates coaches, his p

< foothall, while his mentors at Berkeley

took hlm

" ‘Before the 1976
acclaimed asa2 Heisman Trophy &

_candidate, prompting Sports| Illustrated

1o take a cover picture of him and other

annou ncement was made

€ll, but not with the fervor and’

OE ROTH was acampus heroat Ca] o’
quarterback with & slingshot arnm He

~Itwasa baff]mg season. Roth played

weight, and no amount of food intake

- could maintain it. Abc—ut the time oi: the
Cal-Stanford gante, ugly splotches . **

appeared on his chest, and he knew then

wh' he hdd not been f eelmg well

He kcpt his secret and with every

.: last ounce of hissagging energy - "
i struggled to meet commitments in the
- Big Gameé, the January East-West Shrme

., game, where he had been clected . e

‘captain, then the Hula Bowl and t.he _'

J apan Bowl m Tohyol i

30@ Roth came home to die of cancer
in Febr uary 1977. He was only 21.

" Lema and Lawrence Hoth .?oes Gt

pﬁrents didn't like thé book. To them, it
vas high-gloss and too distant. The ertf‘r ]
-had met Joe only thiee times, 50 how |
ould he }mow thls young man’

" That's how “Joé, His Fight for Life,” '
‘came to be written by Lena Roth. It's now a
‘on the shelves of Berkeleybookstores ; i
round the campus. Itisa mother’s _ v’
nnmate narratwe written w1th_ great

HE FUNERAL was one of Berkeley's
saddest gatherings. Only a few of the
“ thousands who attended could fit inside”
: the ehurch. The kid' sfi ht for llfehad
reached out to a

A sur{:harge of Sl per ticket during
two Joe Roth memorial games financed -

an annual scholarship fund in his name.

onations established a Joe Roth cancer
fund at the UC San Franciseo School of
Medicine.A Joe Roth book was written
a m aj or natwn al pu bimhe
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"~ He liked baseball best, but in high schocl he

of her son's fmal

:4 play by-p]ay. 1f you w
“. agonizing hours, when most of the Cal team and i

-:many friends stood at hlS bedside or waited . _
utside.

4 ; she'was 40, she went to college to take English -

gone she felt she had to put her feelings on
i i paper.From her homem Jerome, Idaho, she

.explained 1 the difficulty of gettmg h:s bo&k
-_...pubhshed :

'We went to several tpajor editors,” she smd
1 JFand they had different reasons for not takmg 1t
kS They said the story had aiready beén told and
& : 5" mothers would reject it. /And, of course, all ~ %,
: i claimed it was too pure .. too pure, meaning no
i deepromance, no overriding sex angle It
‘-wouldn tsell, you see. 3

“Joe had girlfriends, but no partlcular one.
'y " We think he knew what might happen, after the
: first hint of cancer when he was in junior college,
,\ and he dldn t want any cme girlto share hls pam

"E ; “So we paid for this hook ourselves, i ina’
+ limited edition of finest design and stock.
4 . Whatever we make off the $13.95 price will be .
. given to charity.I don't agree with those editors, 1

. think mothers will accept our story as life itself.I - wondermg if there would be a recurrence. There

.know this—whenIreacheéd the last pageI felt !
E cleansed within. Up to thenTcouldn't - w5
i undersiand why our boy shou!d be taken. I\ow 1

.can deal withit.” = . &) ;

HE FAMILY had lived in El Cajon. One
brother,John, was 14 and another, Tom, was
11 when Joe was born. Naturally, Joe got alotof

L

~Mrs, Roth isan mveterate Tettér writer’ “When~

: literature and writing courses. After her son was

" ' There wasnevera questlon of grades when 11

H:ackelt (now with the 49crs) was the quarterback

. ;why Cal'sseason was a dlsappomtlng 56
“including a 27-24 Big Game loss. . :

Grossn“ ont won 1t5 conf erence title.

. (Bengals) to kick. Roth himself siarted assecond’.
“7.string to Fred Besana (Invaders), and though he? -

swung over to football because of the
exc;tement sl T 3

_came to selecting a school. The main gquestion -

-was, where would he fit into a given school’s
“ football program? He decided on nearby ™
Grossmont Junior College, where the coach
needed a crackshot passer, and it pald off,

Mike White recruned him to Cal, where Paul

- coach. It was some combination'— Chuck Muncje’
J(Chargers) to run and receive, Wesley Walker £
~ {Jets) and Steve Rivera to catch, and Jim Breech™

* beat out Besana, they became close friends.

: Cal wac;e-am 1975 and won the Blg Game
43 15. The following year was to be a smash, e\ren
- .without Muncie. Roth had almost forgotten his’..
fright in junior college, when a “mole” on his
neck near the ear was burned off bya. -~

. dermatologist but later, when it reappeared, was
surgically removed and found tobe mahgnam

¥ ‘\.‘.

- ‘Assured that “ev erythmg had been taken u
out,” he went on for the next two years, possibly *

‘was, and it explam ed, in retrospect why his .~ s
‘passes lacked zip and Besana often took over, and

But none of that dlmimshed .and his
- mother's work reminds us what a speclallyoung
man Joe Roth was.




