CALIFORNIA ’S JOE ROTH DEAD AT 21

~ Cancer strikes down star afhlefe

EDJ'TORS NOTE: For six weeks, Evening
Tribune reporter Joe Hughes ftraced the
story of Joe Rotfi ond the Cal guorter-
back's struggle to persevere despite being
affficted with mafignant mefanoma, «
. virulent form of concer. Roth, a former

Granite Hifls High ond Grossment College -

student, died Soturday at the age of 21 in
Berkeley. His story — how he coped with
his burden, how-those around him reacted
" tohis terminal illness, how he courageous-
Iy spent his fast days — is tefd in a series
of arlicles, beginning today,
By JOE HUGHES
TRIBUNE Staff Writer
BERKELEY — Joe Roth pretend-
ed he could hve llfe as he always
had. :
He tried to act normal, hapgy and
healthy. -
Almost until the end.
. Baturday afternoon, the 2l-year-

old San Diego native died from a

rare form of cancer. = -

The tragic death of Joe Roth is
more than just the story of a strug-
gle against a devastating illness.

It is the story of a struggle the

‘terrninally ill fight mostly in silence. -

This struggle sum:unds the Joe
Roth story.

His struggle and the struggle of

those around him fo cope with a '

nightmare disease. And all that
comes. with it.

Late last year, when doctors told
Roth he had cancer; Joe decided to
live out his remaming days. as if
nothing were wrong.

He wanted to project the image of
the same Joe Roth.

And 10 days before his death, he !

was doing a good job of it.

On the University of California’s :
Berkeley campus, where Roth wasa .
.Senior, he participated in an in-

tramural basketball game, he stud-

ied and passed an 1mp0rtant lab test
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~and he attended classes — all 17 .

units — without missing one.

He also talked football. i
Football was Joe Roth’ 5 real
game, L
From Granite Hills ‘High-to
Grossmont College to UC-Berkeley,’
the name Roth had become associal-

‘ed with the position of quarterback.

So special were his skills at throw-

ing the ball that some pro scouts -
‘called him the “next Joe Namath'
and a multimillion-dollar, star-

studded future awaited hlm_ in the
National Foothall League.

That was before eancer — in this

. case, a terminal form called malig»
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nant metastat c melanoma —_
causéd Roth to alter-his game plan

. — and his life.

He discovered two tiny bumps on
his chest while showering after Cal’s

* Big Game against Stanford last Nov.

20. The next day he found five more
dark nodules. Soon there were 20

such nodules he could count on his

chest and back.
Roth tried to downplay the discov-
ery. i
“It's 10 mg deal,” he said. ‘T've

- had the stuff before.”

Roth, indeed, had had “‘the stuff"
before,
In 1974, while attendmg Gmssmant

College, he noticed-a mole on the
side of his face would continually
reappear éven after he’d cut it off
shaving.

The mole was diagnosed as malig-
nant. Roth was hospitalized, admit-
ted for & four-hour perat.lon and

had to wait several agonizing days

before doctors told him he was going
to be okay.
They said they were “‘989% sure”

they had got the cancerous growth in
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Sreve Bisheff recalls memorfes af
Joe Roth, C-1 :
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