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the late sports great Joe Roth of El Cajon

- By Steve Dolan

_,The East County Cai:forman .

~ " EL CAJON.— One of the' greatcs! ath
Ietcs everto comeout of East County is being’
inducted into the UC Berkeley Hall of Fame
-on Friday; Nov. 3.

-+ Joe Roth, who dled of cancer'at age 21 m_'
19?'?_ was a sports standout at Granite Hills
- High and Grossmont College before attend«’i

-«'_mg University of California, Berkely, . .
- Roth starred in football, basketball and

baseballﬂdinjmg his l'“lramte I—hlIs_ days. He led .

" Grossmont College to the ‘state commhmty

- college football championship in 1974,
' But, even more than that, he forever lefta -

personal impression on the people who re-
member him from while he was grc:-wmg up

- in El Cajon,

“He was just a special young man,” said
John McAdams, who coached Roth in bas-

ketball at Granite Hills: “You don’t forget -
those type. ‘As. a coach, he made you lock

good. He always said the right things to.the

medla He was gracmus to- hIS opponents :

whether he won or lost. :
“He always downplayed his role and

‘would compliment his teammates. That’s the

way he was until the day he died.” -
Roth was indeed special to the McAdams

- family in a very touching way,

Debbie McAdams was diagnosed with’
bone cancer in. 1976 and died five years later
at age 19. Shortly after her deadly ailment
was discovered, she rccewedaheartfe]t letter

- from Roth.
See Roth; p, 6'






