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Super cool Joe Roth has taken over Cal’s starting quarterback idb be_céuse

- of clutch performance under extreme pressure.

By STEVE FIELDS
‘Sports Editor

\1any things can be written
about Joe Roth and many things
Wl"

Authors can deqcnbe how he
won a battle with cancer and then
went on in the same year to guide
his team to the state junior college
championship and earn himself
All-American honors.

Or they can write about how a’

perenmial winner of the San Diego
: punt-pass-and-kick contest grew
up to lead one of the nation’s lead-
- ing offensive teams.

Or how after a successful hl;,h
school career in three sports, the
hard throwing quarterback was
averlooked by major colleges and
was forced to attend a local junior
college.

But they al! might overlook the

. reason for all his success. That trait
which has enabled him to conquer

cancer and also earn the starting.

job-on: Cal's foothall team is cool
confidence. He has the ability and
the poise to stand unperturbed in
the pocket in the face of onrushing
mammoth:lineman and dclwer
clutch passes.

© He also was able to calmly
_handle the situation when doctors
found a malignant cyst by his left
ear. He had it removed in May of
last year and still has a scar several

“inches long extending by his ear.

' and dewn his neck.

It was kind of scary,’ he said. .

“Now: it seems like it never hap-

pened. At the time there was some-

¢ fear and axicty: Tt makes me thank-
i “ful 10 be alwe ami \
opall.™ e :
o Just a few ' mon!hs aftcr his
LOSurgery., Roth ‘was ' back guiding
. Grossmont Junior College's foot-
ball team. In his first game back,
! Roth keyed a late scoring drive
“with ‘'several crucial third down

I _ymg foot-

complenons to gwe Ins team the
victory.

It was the same type ‘of perfor-
mance that led Grossmont to a
-10-0-2 record for the year, the state
championship and earned-him the
Bears’ starting berth thi$ vear:

Joe ended up last season with an .

incredible 2663 yards passing and-

28 rouchdowns in route to ‘being :

named first team JC All-American
and Most Valuable Player in the
Division I1 State Playoffs.

His performance brought him of-
fers from all over the West but he

.decided to go to 'Cal because he’

thought he could fit right into the
- offensive style. **1 thought I'would
have a fairly good chance to play
here with Bart leaving,'’ he said,
*‘and the structure of the offense is
u:»mparable to what [ had been
used to."

So far this season Joe has started
justone game but his performance
in that game and his other briefap- .-

pearances reveal that Iié has all the
tools necessary 1o become one of
the long line of great Cal quarter-
backs. Coach Mike White said
after Roth led the Bears to a com-

eback victory over San Jose State
“*The fact that he

two weeks ago,
came up. with the big play makes
him a great quarterback prospect.”

. Besides having the knack for .

coming up with the clutch plays,

Roth has all the physical and men- .
tal tools nessary to succeed in the
pressure-packed. position. The 64,
205 pound junior has a strong arm.

“and an incredibly: quick release.

_Quarterback coach Paul Hackett'
said that while Joe doesn’t throw.

the' ball as hard ‘as Steve Bart-
kowski, his release is qmck—::r sothe

“ball gets to the receiver just as fast.
' Roth has faced some very crucial
situations in his short career and so

far has met the challenge. ©“I try to
just take each play one at a time,””

“ hasn’t been spectacular.

‘he said. "'l gues.s 1 have been pretty
successful so far. | l‘ry not to think

about the pressure.
For the first four games Whlte

alternated his quartérbacks so t_hat' ;

he could evaluate their play and

give them both game experience.
"By last week, it was cléar that Roth
had won the starting job. The,
coaches; though, decided not to~

start him against Oregon because
they feared he would aggrevate his
shoulder injury. But with the game
still close at halftime, the coaches
decided they had to risk further in-
jury in order to insure the confer
ence victory. :

Joe’s statistical perfamancc 29
completions out of 59 attempts)
"‘i‘vv.?'
played just average so far,” he
said.-'1've made some good plays

but [’ ve made my qhara of mis--

takes.’

Some of those errors occured_'_ :
~when he turned the wrong direction

at the start of the play or called the

WIONE audiblé at the line. He said,
though, that each week he learns

more about Cal’s complex offense
and soon those mistakes should be
corracted .

The pressure should be on the-
gangiy quarterback when the Bears

_play’ their crucial games against:
“UCLA and USC.
have IQ play a real excellent.

"""he said, but added that he.
‘_doesn t feei any cxtra pres-sufe 0

“T'm going to

game,

field with me.’

_operation on a cancerous cyst.

Joe has gottcn a lot nf pub]lmty 3
scefatin his brief career, buthe said =
it won't getto'hishead. ‘It's really: .

good to get publicity and I feel for-
. tunate to getit. But I try not to let. -
my head swell. My success de- .
‘pends'on the ten other guys on the . -
' But it seems so far
this season-Cal’s success depends
‘on one guy — JoeRoth.

. JOLTIN' JOE .. CI quarterback Joe Roth looks downfield for

an open receiver. Roth won the battle for starting quarter-
back, but he won a bigger battie by comlng back from an-

Pheto by Russsli Rwock

TUNE-UP SPECIAL

s.l 5 plus parts

For most: American 4 & 6 cylinder, VW, Toyota, Datsun,

825 pius parts for Fiat, Mazda, BMW. Mercedes, MG,
Triumph.

VW Engine Installed $350

Guaranteed 6 months, 6000 miles
Prices for 1960-1967 VW Bug on exchange. Clutch & Mutfler extra.



