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By JOHN CRUMPACKER
Staff Writer
There's a little tarnish on the Golden
Boy, but otherwise, he's doing fine.
Joe Roth started the 1976 season as

everyone's All-American and the latest |

successor to Steve Bartkowski as Cal's
Golden Boy, but in the 10 weeks that
have transpired since the season began, a
few things have gone wrong with the
plan.

For a variety of reasons, Roth has not
had the scintillating season and superla-
tive statistics that most people just natur-
ally assumed he would have. Roth said
that might have been the problem, that
prior success does nat necessarily guaran-
tee future success,

‘“You always try to strive for the best

"and try to improve,” Joe said. “You can
" only reach a limit. You can have a good

year and then say you're going to do bet-
ter ... but nine times out of 10 it won't
oceur, i '

“It's tough to foretel] the future.”"

It certainly is and certainly no one -

would have thought that Cal would be
only 5-5 going into the Big Game and
that Joe Roth would have 18 interceptions
and not be leading the nation, if not the
world, in passing.

“I hoped I could have been more suc-
cessful this year,” Joe said. “It's just the
way that things turn out. I think I've
done my best. I would have liked for it
to turn out better — better stats and more
yards passing.”

Through 10 garies, Roth is third in the *

Pac-8 in passing with 1,689 yards, about
the same total he had going into the Big
Game last year, but those ghastly 18 in-
terceptions are what taint Roth's good
name as a quarterback.

¢

‘There have been a number of reasons
why Roth has set two single-season inter-
ception records in his two years at Cal —
and two of those reasons are playing pro-
tessional football in the persons of Chuck
Muncie and Steve Rivera,

Last year, Joe threw only 7 intercep-
tions, a single-season mark for fewest in-
terceptions, but his 18 this year estab-
lished the record for the most in one sea-
501,

“All of them have been my fault,” Joe
said. “I've been trying to force the ball
and: I'm being careless. They (receivers]
probably haven't been as wide open.
They've -been in tight spots and I don't

get the ball there perfectly every lime. It

. just leads to interceptions.’ Lot e G
" Last year, Muncie and. Rivera could .be
‘depended upon to catch the ball;any:
where on the
demanding circumstances. They were
clutch receivers, while this year's pass-
catching corps is effective but not-out-
standing in this regard. .
. Through it all, though, Roth has main-
tained a positive outlook on his career at
Cal and is looking forward to playing in
his last Big Game.

“Ii*s been fun,” he said. “I had a good
time in the Big Game last year. You seem
to remember the last game more than the
rest. I'm looking forward to it in that
sense.’ -

Guy Benjamin is also looking forward
to the Big Game. Benjamin is Stanford's
quarterback, currently in second place in
the conference in passing with 1,825
yards. :

Benjamin said by phone from Stanford

field and under the most
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Joe Roth

that he is looking forward to the Big
Game for two reasons. One is the obvious
revenge motive for last year's 48-15 deba-
cle. The other is because of an article in
a Cal alumni publication which, Benjamin
said, unduly dramatized the game last
year. | : )

“It's nice to remember that,” Benjamin
said with a trace of rancor in his voice.
“They physically beat us and we'd like to
return it.”’

Since both teams are 5-5 with similar
offensive and defensive records, the event
of one team manhandling the other is not
likely. Still anything can and usually
does happen in a Big Game, and Benja-

.min is well aware of this.

*it's hard to ‘predict. I sure wouldn't
wapt;: ln._..,bet\iclni' it hetsaidy “lidonl't:

| think one team will dominate, but then, [ "

didn't think one team would dominate
last year either.” -

In addition to the statistics (Benjamin
has 17 interceptions], Roth and Benjamin
are similar quarterbacks operating out of
similar offenses.

Neither quarterback is worth a damn as
a runner, but then, they don’t have to be.
Benjamin, however, said he used to be a
respectable (10.2 100 yards) sprinter at
Monroe High School in Los Angeles until
he tore up his knee in a game against
Hamilton High. i

Cal and Stanford both have less-than-
imposing running attacks, so both quar-
terbacks have been called upon to pro-
duce most of their team's offense, which
could be one reason why they have tos-
sed 35 interceptions between them.

[see page 23}
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