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Today's contest againsl Lhe
Southern California Trojans marks the
5th Annual Joe Roth Memorial Game.
Over six years have now passed since
Roth first graced the football field on
behall of the University of Galilornia.
His oxploits on the gridicon are
recorded in the Cal record books, but
the memories of those fortunate
enough to have known on mel Joe are
whal will live forever

The statistics are casy lo pick oul.
The Bears in 1975 had {he nation's
most explosive and best balanced
offense, gaining 2,622 vards through
the air and the same number on the
ground. Calling upon Chuek Muncic to
run, Steve Rivera tg calch and a
talented offensive line for protection,
Joe could turn to Wesley Walker to
make the bomb a regular event

Joe had four games in which he
passed for 200-plus yards, and he
picked Washington aparl [or 24
completions in 36 altempts, 380 vards
and four touchdowns. Those in
altendance will probably never [orgel
Cal's most significant foatball victory
in two decades when Roth dirvected the
Bears to a stunning 28-14 victory over
the USC Trojans. Joe finished the sgame
with 19 completions in 31 attempls for
244 yards and two touchdowns.

A crowd of 58.811 was on hand in
Memorial Stadium that afternoon to
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It was against USC in 1975 thal Roth directed

walch the Golden Bears' explosive
offense confronl a USC squad which
was unbeaten in 18 games and had a
string of 28 ina row without a defeal in
the Pac-8.

Roth's 16-yard touchdown pass lo
Wesley Walker made it 7-0 in the
second quarler and a fierce goal-line
stand cnabled the undordos Bears to
enler the locker room with a 7-7
halftime lie before a national
television audicnce.

Roth drove the Bears 80 vards afier
the sccond-hall kickofl to put Cal
ahead, 14-7, with a touchdown pass (o
tight end George Freitas, USC licd the
score again, bul Cal wen! ahead lostay
when Roth capped an 87-vard march
by going over from the one carly in the
final period.

In 1876, Roth picked up where he lefl
off in '75 in the opener against Georgia
(21736, 379 yards) and Oklahoma
(27/46, 284 yards). An 88-yard pass
play execcuted wilth Walker againsl
Georgia slill stands in the Gal record
book as the longest pass play from
scrimmage.

Yet it was not his actions on the field
that distinguished Joe, butl rather his
human qualities off it.

Last year's [ilth-year seniors were
the last group of players to be
teammates of Roth's, but Jee's pride,
courage and warmth has not been

Cal to a stunning upset.

Joe was distinguished more by his human
qualilies off the athletic field.

forgotlenton the tecam. The way he
foughteaneer and dealt with death has
boen aninspiration Lo victims of (hat
dispase throughout the world

Slogwasaphenomenal guy, showing
areal buumgc and a great desire 1o
livessaitd Cal's Athletic Direclor Dave
Maggard. “Tothe cnd he never gave up
Thﬂ Awareness of how he wanted to
handle his death was a he Ip to thos
near hims The way he accepiod things
made évervone tougher and stronger
JoeRathewas an All-Amcerican boy
When Tthink of him, his athletic abiliny
is inconsequential.”

There dare not enough adjectives in
thedictionary or pages in this program
to describe Joe Roth. Three words that
conlain & lot of meaning are faith,
humility and courage. An excoplional
athlete, he never wanted 1o be thought
of as anything bul plain old Joc.

CORRECTION

Thirteen pages further on, Cal's as-
sistant eoaches are pictured. Two of
them are erroneously identified. Since
that section has already been printed
for the entire season, we can only
‘apologize for the miscue and identify
them correctly below.
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