By NICK PETERS

electing today's Southern Cal

game to honor the memory of Joe

Roth couldn’t have been more ap-
ropos.

Almost two years ago to the day—
Nov. 1, 1975, to be exact—Roth poi-
gnantly illustrated what he was made of
while directing California to its most
significant football victory in two dee-
ades.

A crowd of 58,811 poured into Memo-
rial Stadium to watch the Golden Bears'
exciling offense confront a USC squad
which was unbeaten in 18 games and
had a string of 28 in a row without de-
feat in the Pac-8.

The mighty Trojans of John McKay
were coming off a 24-17 whipping of
Notre Dame at South Bend and were
riding high with a 7-0 record. Moreover,
the 5-2 Bears had not posted a victory
over USC in Strawberry Canyon since
1957.

Roth's 16-yard touchdown pass to
Wesley Walker made it 7-0 in the second
quarter and a fierce goal-line stand en-
abled the underdog Bears to contain
the Trojans to a 7-7 halftime tie before a
national television audience.

“It was such an emotional game—
going out there and seeing that crowd
really juiced us up,” recalled Roth, who
guided the Bears 80 yards following the
second-hall kickoff, hitting tight end
George Freitas for a touchdown and a
14-7 edge.

USC tied it again, but Cal went ahead
to stay when Roth capped an 87-yard
march by going over from the one early
in the linal period for 21-14. Joe finished
with 19 completions in 31 attempts, 244
vards and two TD passes.

Roth's performance was plaved down
—probably a relief to a modest, quiet
voungster who preferred to avoid the
spotlight. The focus that day was on
Ricky Bell and Chuck Muncie, Cal's star
outplaying the USC ace and, therefore,
receiving most of the ink following a
great team victory.

But others realized Roth’s value and
what he meant to the team, The USC
performance in an obvious pressure
situation stamped Joe as one of the na-
tion's finest quarterbacks, removing all
doubt that he could win a big game.

“Joe Roth will be a great quarter-

back,” Head Coach Mike White accu-
rately predicted following the USC
game. "He has great feel and great

touch and is doing some things that
simply amaze us. The way Joe picked
out his receivers against USC, 1 don't
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Joe Roth dispatches fullback Tom Newton on a power play during the dramatic 1975

game against USC.,

“The photos on the wall seem to tell it all; They show the
people who have been good to me; Those, right now, I wish

I could see.”

— Joe Roth, Jan. 27, 1977

think Bart (Steve Bartkowskil could have
done any better.”

His teammates also were convinced.
Noted Muncie: “I think he's already
where Bart was last year. What
done these last few weeks is oulra-
geous! What he has over Bart is cool-
ness under pressure. There were times
when Bart would get a little frantic. Not
Joe—he's calm and confident.’

Not a bad tribute considering Roth
had started but five games for Califor-
nia. It was a long way from those davs
at El Cajon’s Granite Hills High, when

he's

recruiters considered Joe too fragile for
college ball. Five major college games
and already he was being groomed as
an All-American.

“Joe was gangling and not that quick
afool—not the type any big college
would want,” recalled Jim Symington,
Roth's head coach at Granite Hills and
oW an assistant al Grossmont College,
where the quarterback blossomed into
a junior college All-American.

“"He had the size in high school, but
was only 165 pounds. He realized he
was better off going to J.C. for more ex-





















