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| Joe Roth’s
Profile in Courage

By MERV HARRIS

San Francisco Examiner

1t happened at 3:55 p.m. on February 19 this year in a college kid’s
st apartment in Berkeley, not far from the gray old stadium
ere the University of California plays its football games. A young
.a boy, really, named Joe Roth lay on plumped-up pillows in
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his bed. With him were members of his family, friends, former coach- ~ Few of the scouts who marveled at Roth’s passing knew that he
es and teammates. The boy, wasted to just 100 pounds from what had ~ had undergone major surgery in May of his freshman year to re-
been a prime athlete’s physique, looked up with the best smile he . move a malignant growth near his left ear. The black mole cancer,
could muster and asked Bonnie Miller, the Cal football secretary, if . or melanoma, a rare form of cancer, required that five ounces of
she wanted to dance. “Then,” she recalled later, “he coughed up tissue be cut out. There had been concern that the surgery might
some of the stuff in his lungs, took one more breath and that was it. have left him with his head crooked to one side. But he came out

We laid him down. And somehow he looked so peaceful.”

At 21, Joe Roth had reached the threshold of a storybook ca- The Seiuts ¢ ated Roth as a top pro prospect.
reer. He left Granite Hills High School in El Cajun, Cal., in 1973 : g = 1
as an honor student, president of the student body and three-year
letterman in football, basketball and baseball. But the major col-
leges considered him too frail and only the University of Califor-
nia at Riverside offered him a scholarship to play football.

He declined and instead enrolled at Grossmont Junior College
in his home town. After two record-smashing seasons as Gross-
mont’s quarterback, he chose the University of California
(Berkeley) over all the schools vigorously seeking his talents. And
there he became a bonafide All- Amerncan candidate and prime
pro prospect.

Itis such a hellishly cliche story, so too nicely a symmetrical tale
with beginning, middle and ending that in the retelling one
screams out for some meaning or lesson and finds no solace except
the simplicity of this one boy's life.

Joe Roth never considered himself an outstanding athlete. He
stood at 6-1, 130 pounds after high school and was surprised
Grossmont was willing to take him on as its quarterback. But he
loved football. It was his way of expressing himself. He listened to
his coaches’ suggestions to put on more weight and was given
command of Grossmont’s pass-oriented offense. His responsive-
ness paid off. In 1973, he led the Griffins to a 7-2 record and in
1974 carried them to the California Community College champi-
onship with a 10-0-2 record.

The colleges that had ignored Roth two years earlier watched
his every move during his last year at Grossmont. What they saw
was a 6-3, 180-pounder setting season marks of 184 completions
and 2,129 yards passing. His 13 completions of 23 attempts for 288
yards and three touchdowns against Orange Coast in the champi-
onship game were just a hint of his emerging potential as a quar-

terback. 2

“As a player here he was a quiet leader who came through wit
some clutch plays that helped make us a championship te
said Grossmont coach Dave Jordan. “He was unbelievable under
fire and pressure. He kept his cool and helped me keep mine, too.
He was an unbelievable person.”









